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MISAPPROPRIATION OF PUBLIC FUNDS
IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE:

EVIDENCE FROM THE AUDITOR
GENERAL'S REPORT (1995 - 2000)

1. INTRODUCTION

The Ministry of Agriculture is one of the
largest ministries in Ghana. Government
recognises its importance to national
development, and allocates a large fraction of
the national budget to the sector. Several of
the Auditor-General Reports identify
irregularities concerning the financial
management at the Ministry. While such
regularities have been repeatedly identified,
they continue to occur, indicating that the
Auditor General's recommendations are not
being implemented.

Using the Auditor General's Reports for 1995-
2000, this paper seeks to identify the types of
malfeasance in financial management ov~r the
period under r ev iew, while suggesting
solutions to improve the situation. It identifies
the various categories of financial malpractices
within the Agricultural Sector, and examines

the conditions and reasons that gave rise to
such malfeasance. It concludes by suggesting
means of minimizing and preventing financial
malfeasance within the Agricultural Sector.

2. TYPES OF MALFEASANCE

Financial management at the Ministry of
Agriculture suffers from a series of
significant problems. Major categories of
malfeasance within the Ministry and its
departments are outlined below. These can be
identified in four main categories: outstanding
receipts, illegal earnings, embezzlement, and
shortage of goods in store. Outstanding
receipts include outstanding loans and sales
revenues, unpaid for hired machinery, and rent
defaults. Illegal earnings consist of ghost
names in payment vouchers, salary payments
to retired and absentee workers, and the
collection of car allowances for motorbikes.
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