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PREFACE

 

 

 
play an essential role in the search for enduring and

.•. workable solutions to Africa's socio-political and economic

the political future of the continent,

 

 

conform to traditional principles.

traditional values into national governance, and advocates a
PlJOC iu



 

 

possible.

 
Institute of Economic Affairs

Accra, 2001
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lecturer in philosophy at the University of Ghana.

 

papers on a variety of philosoph.ical themes.
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customs and institutions and hope to avoid national death"
Casely-Hayford (1911, 17)

INTRODUCTION

 

 
process.

in the bid to fashion appropriate

ethnocentric
immediately.

I will not risk dismissing such an objection in a cavalier way.
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cultures can be accessed, understood,

with regard to this belief.

 

 

 

 

 

 
structure purely in its traditional aspect" in spite ofdifficulties
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'lllltegellllu4 "Allllf#tetite S'l4te.4

that such discourse

 

 
he argues:

 

 

 

future. I will use the term 'tradition' in another sense.

European colonial rule and the concomitant ideals,
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institutions and practices that have become its legacy.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

they are in Euro-American traditions, the political ideals
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confusion. Consequently, rea.i stic approaches to the

creative capacities of traditional political culture.

There is thus a need to resuscitate

organization,

culture is necessary .

by Mensah Sarbah, Casely Hayford, J. B. Danquah, K. A.
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to how these may be tapped for Ghana's political development.

The Akan Political System and the Concept of Democracy

 

 

continent,
 

 

 

 
conclusion, without qualification, cannot be justified.

 

to which democratic practice in Ghana's political future can
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environment premised on unquestionable obedience to
seniority

 
when we have authority" (Ibid., 93).

we learn from Dake, is that government, to the Ghanaian,
means power centred in Accra and that:

 
crime but rather as a misfortune" (Ibid)

 

a truthful manifestation of democracy will continue to elude

'The stress on these words is Dake's.
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disputation, and these are:

'"

organization and decision-making

 

African's political consciousness
'unquestionable obedience to seniority'.

derives from the said non-democratic
 

that "a truthful manifestation" eludes us.

 

 

 

 

more importantly, it is unclear which political 'tradition'it is
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'7"cI"e".114-:Z::_tett,e s,.te..

 

 
basis for the determination

 
two things:

 

 

want to be governed or to govern themselves.

 

 

 
without reserve.

Thus defined, democracy would seem to imply, among other
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derive from the consciousness
 

 

 

 
of this system.

 

 

 

(or King). Every Akan town or village is constituted of several
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political unit, and a number of such units form a

(omanhene) or king.

The Oman, thus, is the centre of paramount political

 
a chief (Ohene). These districts would in their turn be

of their district capitals.

 

 
the chief is elaborately described by Busia (1968, 7-11) and
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acceptance of the councilors

the chief by the people is "Odehye nsi hene" (Busia, Ibid.,
11).

 

 
These are as follows:

1) Do not go after women
2) Do not become a drunkard
3) When we give you advice, listen to it
4) Do not gamble
5) We do not want you to disclose the origin ofyour subjects
6) We do not want you to abuse us
7) We do not want you to be miserly

so.
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'}"t~II"6 'AllfUll.tedt;eS f/6te.-6

8) We do not want one who disregards advice
9) We do not want you to treat us as fools
10) We do not want autocratic ways
11) We do not want bullying
12) We do not want beating (Rattray, 1929, 82)

 
office of the chief.

Both Sarbah (1897) and Danquah (1928, 115) maintain that

how he should govern them The declarations are in
<;

 

this acknowledges the uncertainties surrounding the

following prescriptions that highlight the ideals, values and
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act is liable to be set aside.

<II

king holds power for one year at a time, subject to renewal
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sufficient to mandate another year of his rule because he
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emerged from that? It is: royal, be cautious, be cautious"



1"It'tje""U4 'K""w.telttje S'!4te",,4

he has been given a lease of another year of reign ...

 

legitimate claim to democracy.
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of the community. (Casely Hayford, 1911, 72).

The people thus exercise in council, their right to perform
these three functions of government

 

do this. Hence in announcing

I must inform you that

 

 
aspirations.

 
would be considered by the Akan to be structurally defective
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..

constitutional right to divest themselves

 

people.

examine a few of these principles.
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requirement for the success of (1) and (2)

ancestor of all the foregoing factors.

 

 

English-speaking West are Michael Sandel and Joseph Raz,
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Alasdair Mcintyre and Charles Taylor.

communitarianism

captures the Aristotelian

attribute of a human being.

member of a community,

not conducive to the welfare of others, that:
"onye nnipd"

 
 

right as a human being, or that he/she loses her citizenship. But he/she

to be a morally worthy person (Gyekye, 1997)
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doctrine of communitarianism? .

 

 

 

 

 

sectors of the economy.

Socialism is founded on traditional African socio-political

"The official doctrine of African Socialism is embodied in the Arusha Declara-
tion of 1967
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..

 

 

 

 

 

 

should provide the basis for everyone to participate equally

 

 

stomach
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his/her
condition for realizing one's aspirations and potential.

 

 

 

 

foundational principle in Akan socio-political thought

 
 

with bones.
16Anaction based on a reason that he/she accepts as valid or worthwhile
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structure, and its humanistic
 

 

Consensus did not imply a complete identity of views as has

counts.

Page 24



1114'-gell6ft4 <J::_1lde4ge S'f4te_6

 

 

 

 

 
(Wiredu, 1997,310)

 

democracy, and distinguishes this from formal democracy,

 

assent.

 

 
argues that consensus logically presupposes dissent. (1992, 248).
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Akan political culture derives from metaphysical
considerations.

 

endowed with the fundamental right to participate in

of public policy, consultation

 

community .

19 'I was there but 1 didn't express my views' is an abomination
20 'One head does not go into council'
21 'Wisdom is not the monopoly of anyone person'
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1Itdigelt~.t4, 'K1t~f#tedge S94teHe4

of consensus building in political decision-making is

 
judged unacceptable or unreasonable by others.
(Gyekye, 1992, 249-250)".

 

 

 
to their environment.

institutions is to understand the workings of these concepts
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is real, knowable and practicable.

in order to ascertain how these presuppositions help in

Minkus, 1979; Gyekye, 1987 etc.). The predominant
interpretation

essential features.

1) Existence comprises visible and invisible realms.

Onyame, in descending

and physical (both animate and inanimate) objects.
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degrees of force or power.

••

 

 

 

 
1987,72-73).

 

 

God has blessed herbs .such that they may be

 
University of Ghana
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'7"~ ~-eec,es,.tuu

deities they will not have the tumi= to heal."

Asked to elaborate on tumi, he answered:

 

on good external
 

 
deity" (Ofosu, Amoakrom, 14/8/99).

 

apae' (the wood is split/open), or it may mean to shout/call

23 Power or force

Page 31



1."''9-''"6 'J::.tUfl.te"'ge S'f6te1H6

 

 

 

knowledge of the appropriator, and his/her approach.

 

 

 

 

 

entities comprise merely patterns of interactions within a
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Hence the Akan doctrine of God or, rather, their

 

words adom-a-nenko-ma=,

 
"the infinitely manifold God, incessant,

 

 
spatial or temporal limitations, as well as immanent,

 

 
'S'fhe grace that He alone gives



 

 

 

born on a Saturday.

it as nea oye me" (1911, 8).

 

idea of Man's affinity with God.

 
 

 

 
30IfGod should die, I will die. That is, until God dies I will not die.
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his universe, the Akan thinker has a str1ng tendency to

31Themost fundamental principle of Western Formal Lo~C. /
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that this position can be maintained in the face 0

 

 

 

us with a language for describing or reasoning about socief

identity, the "for-itself' doesn't.
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and custom in the administration of this country, it is

effectively ushered in colonial administration in Ghana.

 

 

inaugurated with the "OfficialMajority System" and the policy

 

British
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1.~tge.o"~~.~~ ~,~e~

,f

 

members representing various interests.

 

Akyem Abuakwa Customary Law (Ibid., 52).

 

 
 

 

their allegiance to, and harmony with, their native

published in M.J. Sampson's West African Leadership (1949) .
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cannot do that in our system; educated or

to dissociate the educated African from his

1920
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..

'7~olU  

uneducated brother. We made this [formed the

 

 

 

customs.

36See Government Gazette, August 13, 1897, pp 296-312
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one-party government presupposes

Akans tenaciously hold on to.



 

 
 

the BBC,38 Akyeampong said that

..

 

of government-sponsored
 

on it, and to report on the means of establishing it. The

 
3814thJanuary 1977
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the SMC to hand over power to a civilian government.

3) The idea of non-partisan politics amounts to an

such; but only the presuppositions

that these premises and circumstances are not necessary
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the run-off presidential election,
advertisements published in the newspapers of Ghana.

 
political interests,

 
the post-independence political history of Ghana.
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the ruling National Democratic Congress (NDC) and the

 

 

of disagreement among the parties

 

of IPAC were inadequate to resolve the issues.

A proportional representation of political parties in

 
for better inter-party dialogue, and help in developing
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pertinent to good governance.

••

 

 

view that the sort of discrimination
 

the root of violence, and disdain for government by

 

 

 
strategies. To get party members to establish or
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to discourage these discriminatory practices.
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constitutional

 
to the traditional Akan view of government as "a coalition 0

the participation of chiefs in party politics. The

page 49 below)
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According to him:

 

his people" (da Rocha, 1996, 3)

chiefs in partisan politics are laudable, but this rejection is
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partisan politics generally. I disagree with this latter view.

Page 50

 

the public life of a community, in the institutions and

activity. I will not do Mr.da Rocha the discourtesy of

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ghana.



 
 

 

 

the argument

that chiefs should occupy some seats in Parliament.

40All emphasis mine

Page 51



of Ghana declare and affirm their commitment to, inter alia,

the sovereign will of the oeoole.

..•

 
seen, from Wiredu's distinction

 

 
in section (c) above.

may serve in two parliaments until they are dissolved for

Pacre 52o



partaking in 'active' politics, should also be revoked.

representation,
 

article states that a DAshall consist of the followingmembers:

 

of all the members of the DA, appointed by the
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president in consultation
authorities and other interest groups in the district.

 

bodies, I would suggest that 242 (d) be amended to provide:

••
of whom are nominated by the traditional
authorities

 

district. "

 

practices in the locality.

 

 
their trial balance returns

 

 

 
the District Assemblies Common Fund" (Ibid).
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a few people's dissipation and embezzlement of the

important check on corruption.

2) The Office of the District Chief Executive (DCE)

decentralization

participation

prerogative
requirements of decentralization.
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office of the DeE becomes vacant if:
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vote of no confidence against him/her; or

b) he/she is removed by the president; or

c) he/she resigns or dies

 

 

 

 

 

 

this work may be pursued.
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secured on the principles

of its provisions.
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In this respect, President Kufuor's revocation of all
appointments

encouraging because the President,
 

 

 

 

 
Assemblies.

 

by governrnen t.

Page 59



1.dtge.tJU4 'K.tJlfl.te4?e S,!4(eIH4

REFERENCES

Ghana, 1999, Accra, I.E.A, Legislative Alert

Boahen, A: African Perspectives on Colonialism, 1987, Accra,

System of Ashanti, 1968, London, Frank Cass

Page 60



Page 61

1"tge.().~ ~._te4fJe S9~te,*~

The Ashanti of the Gold Coast, in Daryll Forde
(ed), Mrican Worlds, 1954, Oxford, O.U.P.

Casely Hayford, J.E: Gold Coast Native Institutions, 1903,
London, Sweet and Maxwell

Ethiopia Unbound, 1911, London, C.M. Philips

Speech to Delegates of the League of
Nations/National

 
Ltd.

 

Society in Ghana, 1996, Accra, Friedrich Ebert Foundation

Conceptual Scheme, 1987, Cambridge, C.U.P.



 

 

R (ed) African Philosophy: An Introduction, 1977, Washington
D. C, University Press of America

Nkrumah, K: Consciencism, 1964, London, Heinemann

Page 62



'l1l,Ugell"lt4 'J:.II"l#terige S'f4teM4

the political Struggles of Ghana. In Drah and Oquaye, 1996, Civil
Society in Ghana, Friedrich Ebert Foundation.

Oquaye, M: Politics in Ghana, 1972-1979, 1980, Accra, Tomado

Publications

Rattray, R. S: Ashanti, 1923, Oxford, Clarendon Press

Ashanti Law and Constitution, 1929, Oxford,

Clarendon Press

In Oyugi, W. O. and Gitonga, A: (eds) Democratic Theory and
Practice in Africa, 1987, Nairobi, Heinemann Kenya

Twum-Barima, K: The cultural Basis of our Nationill
Development, 1985, Accra, Academy of Arts and Sciences

Page 63



1-ed'ge-e"U4 'K-e,,",(edge S'f4te1H4

Perspective, 1996, Bloomington, Indiana University Press

Democracy and Consensus

African Philosophy, 1997, Blackwell Publishers.

Post' (i-i-

A) Interviews

Nana Ofosu, Amoakrom, 14/8/99

Nana Addo Birikorang, Akropong, 14/6/2000



EDITORIAL BOARD ~)

 

 

 

Adjunct Scholar, I.FA.

Chairman

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member



OCCASIONAL PAPERS
Also Available

Justice P D. Anin
The Criminal Law and the Health
Professional

 

Accountability
Democracy:
Consolidation of Democracy in Ghana

Jones Ofori-Atta

Ghana's Timber Industry:
Perspectives
r"dor

a Constitutional Democracy?
Audrey Gadzekpo

The r{lght To Information, And

Fourth Republic
B. J da Rocha et al.

Africa. A View from Sweden
Mats Karlson

Decentralization
Medical Education.in Ghana

 

Initiative: Processes and Issues

Bartholomew K. Armah

THE INSTITUTE OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

11lf(1  
Ghana

IS 13:\ :9988-584-39-3

!'i'i

'I

ISSN: 0855-3238


